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FUEL MODIFICATION

Reducing Com ustible Vegetation Around YourHome -

Many parts of the unincorporated areas of San Diego County share expansive, rural settings of native
vegetation. These rural areas have natural fire cycles that place residents at risk.

Creating a Defensible Space around your home will help protect your home and provide a safety zone for
fire fighters. Fuel Modification is a key component of creating a Defensible Space around your home.
Proper Fuel Modification breaks up the continuous path of fuel that could carry wildfire to your home.

3 R’s of Defensible Space: E)O.{N?‘:\r d'sfhc_’z scrape
REMOVE dead and dying grass, shrubs, and trees. ibs‘j;;:'a grrr;‘}n;'sg:n'itth's
REDUCE the density of vegetation — prune, mow, and thin. —— i
REPLACE hazardous vegetation with less flammable plants or irrigated landscape.
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A ZONE 1

QO 0—50 ft from home or structure.
Irrigated landscaping or
drought-tolerant, fire-resistant plants
(native or non-invasive plants recommended).

50—100 ft from home or structure.
Natural plants can remain. Thin brush to cover 50% of ground.

BOTTOM LINE: Fuel Modific_ation increases the chance that structures will survive a wildfire.




